Educating health professionals to improve quality of care for asthma.
Recent studies have shown significant progress in improving the quality of care for asthma. The most successful interventions have combined multiple elements: educational sessions that engage learners in discussing cases and practicing new skills; use of new resources, tools and practice patterns to enable quality improvement; and reinforcement of improvements through peer support, incentives or administrative review. Future research should include more randomised controlled trials to test the effectiveness of quality improvement interventions, more detailed descriptions of strategies to change health professional behaviour and studies to determine whether effective interventions can be translated to other settings, disseminated widely and sustained over time.